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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIP A) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Tsuji (US Pat 
6862652). 

Tsuji discloses: 

• {claim 1 } A method of controlling a printing apparatus which performs printing 
by using a printhead having a printing element and a storage unit, the printing 
apparatus including a first control unit which controls operation of the printing 
apparatus, and a second control unit which can operate independently of the first 
control unit (figure 1, reference 2-3; abstract; column 2, line 63-column 3, line 
10); an instruction generation step of causing the first control unit to generate an 
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instruction for acquiring specific information held by the storage unit of the 
printhead, the instruction including information designating an identification 
name of the specific information but not including an address of the storage unit 
to be accessed (figure 1, reference 2; figure 6, reference SEL, RXD), an 
acquisition step of causing the second control unit to receive the instruction 
generated by the first control unit in the instruction generation step, generate an 
address for accessing the storage unit of the printhead based on the instruction, 
access the storage unit at the address, and acquire the specific information 
corresponding to the instruction (column 1, line 65-column 3, lines 10); a control 
step of causing the second control unit to drive and control the printhead on the 
basis of information which is generated on the basis of the specific information 
acquired in the acquisition step in order to drive the printhead (abstract; column 
1, lines 8-22); a generation step of generating an access signal containing the 
address corresponding to the identification name designated by the instruction 
generated in the instruction generation step from the storage unit (figure 6, 
reference 19; column 4, lines 43-48; notice that all addressing results from the 
data signals sent in from SEL and RXD); a read step of accessing the storage unit 
in accordance with the access signal generated in the generation step and reading 
out the specific information (column 4, lines 50-55); wherein the generation step 
generates the access signal by looking up a table which makes identification 
names designated by the instruction and storage addresses of the storage unit 
correspond to each other (figure 6, reference 26) 
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• {claim 2} wherein the second control unit is arranged in a carriage which 
supports the printhead (column 2, line 63-column 3, line 10) 

• {claim 3} A printing apparatus which performs printing by using a printhead 
haying a printing element and a storage unit (column 1 5 lines 8-22); instruction 
generation means for generating an instruction for acquiring specific information 
from information held by the printhead, the instruction including information 
designating an identification name of the specific information but not including 
an address of the storage unit to be accessed (figure 1, reference 2; figure 6, 
reference SEL, RXD); acquisition means for receiving the instruction generated 
by the instruction generation means, generating an address based on the 
instruction, accessing the storage unit of the printhead based on the address, and 
acquiring the specific information corresponding to the instruction from the 
storage unit (column 1, line 65-column 3, line 10); control means for driving and 
controlling the printhead on the basis of information which is generated on the 
basis of the specific information acquired by the acquisition means in order to 
drive the printhead (abstract; column 1, lines 8-22); generation means for 
generating an access signal containing the address corresponding to the 
identification name designated by the instruction generated by the instruction 
generation means from the storage unit (figure 6, reference 19; column 4, lines 
43-48); read means for accessing the storage unit in accordance with the access 
signal generated by the generation means and reading out the specific 
information (column 4, lines 50-55); wherein the generation means has a table 
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which makes identification names designated by the instruction and storage 
addresses of the storage unit correspond to each other and generates the access 
signal by looking up the table (figure 6, reference 26) 

• {claim 5} wherein the generation means has, in correspondence with a plurality 
of types of printheads, a plurality of tables which makes the identification names 
designated by the instruction and the storage addresses of the storage unit 
correspond to each other, and generates the access signal by looking up a table 
corresponding to a printhead mounted on the printing apparatus among the 
plurality of tables (figure 3-5; column 4, lines 40-55) 

• {claim 6} wherein the acquisition means is arranged on a carriage for conveying 
the printhead (column 2, line 63-column 3, line 10) 

• {claim 7} wherein the acquisition means includes transmission means for 
transmitting the instruction to the printhead (abstract; column 1, lines 8-22) 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 12/07/06 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant argues, "However, Applicants submit that in Tsuji the information and 
address correlating table 26 is used for copying information stored in the non-volatile memories 
4 and 5 to a first RAM 17 and a second RAM 1 8. In comparing Tsuji with the present invention, 
the apparatus main body controlling section 2 and the memory access controlling section 3 will 
correspond respectively to the first and second control units recited in Claim 1 . In view of the 
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communication between apparatus main body controlling section 2 and memory access 
controlling section 3 as is apparent from Figure 8(b), the main body control section 2 does in fact 
utilize address information in order to acquire information from the first RAM 1 7 and the second 
RAM 18 located in the memory access controlling section 3. This is contrary to the present 
invention wherein an instruction for acquiring specific information from information held by (a 
storage unit of) a printhead includes information designating an identification name of the 
specific information but not including an address of the storage unit to be accessed, as is recited 
in independent Claims 1 and 3. Nor does Tsuji disclose or suggest generating an access signal 
containing an address corresponding to the identification name, with the access signal being 
generated by looking up a table which makes identification names and storage addresses of the 
storage unit correspond to each other, as is also recited in independent Claims 1 and 3." 

The examiner respectfully disagrees. Looking at figure 6, it is clear that the information 
and address correlating table 26 is contained in the memory access controlling section 3 and not 
the apparatus main body controlling section 2. The apparatus main body controlling section 2 
sends data signals through SEL and RXD to the memory access controlling section to be 
processed. These data signals will be broadly construed to be the claimed "identification names" 
of the specific information. However, these data signals do. not include an address in the non- 
volatile memories. The memory access controlling section appears to take the data from the 
apparatus controlling section through inputs SEL and RXD and then builds its addressing table 
based on this data. Therefore, Tsuji does suggest generating an access signal containing an 
address corresponding to the identification name, with the access signal being generated by 
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looking up a table which makes identification names and storage addresses of the storage unit 
correspond to each other, as well as the other limitations in the claims. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leonard S. Liang whose telephone number is (571) 272-2148. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5 Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Meier can be reached on (571) 272-2149. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/629,919 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2853 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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